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were whittled down. Parliamentary institutions partially re-
covered their vigour, popular enthusiasm for a more demo-
cratic regime grew stronger, and men like Thiers began to
demand 'the indispensable liberties'. When the Empire fell at
Sedan, the Government of National Defence was a direct
reversion, in theory, to the regime of the Second Republic.
The Socialist Strand
Such, then, were the character and tendencies of the main
strand in the revolutionary tradition before 1870. It was not
the only strand. Closely interwoven with this direct legacy of
the Revolution was the strand of Socialism; itself of many
shades. The original theoretical link between them is perhaps
Rousseau himself, the father of French Socialism as well as of
the revolutionary tradition. The notion that 'man is born free
and everywhere he is in chains5 involved condemning eco-
nomic chains as well as political chains. The earliest example
of their inter-connection in practice was perhaps Robespierre,
and the experience of the Commune and the Reign of Terror.
The central doctrine of Jacobinism was the omnicompetence
of the State. There is little in the Jacobin wartime collectivism
of the French Revolution to distinguish it in practice from the
wartime Marxist Communism of the Bolshevik Revolution.
Robespierre's 'despotism of liberty over tyranny' corresponds
significantly to Lenin's 'dictatorship of the proletariat'.
In Jacobin theory the supremacy of the State extended over
life and property alike. 'Whatever is essential to preserve life9,
declared Robespierre^ 'is common property of society as a
whole5. It took practical shape in the levee en masse. The decree
of August 1793 announced that 'from now until the moment
when all enemies shall have been driven from the territory of
the Republic all Frenchmen are permanently requisitioned for
military service*. It took practical shape, too, in the law of the
maximum gfaerd, fixing a ceiling for all prices and wages: for
only by an omnicompetent State, operating through an au-
thoritarian, governments could such a decree be enforced.
Driven partly by the logic of their own doctrines, partly by the

